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Perth Road crossing concern   :  Last week, I met 
with a constituent and two officers from the City 
Development Department of the City Council to look 
at road safety for Blackness Primary School pupils 
and pedestrians generally crossing Perth Road near 
Pennycook Lane.     
 
It was agreed that the pedestrian crossing can be 
improved - by resiting the large utilities box on the 
south side of the crossing that obscures pedestrians 
from drivers heading west (see photo right).    It was 
also agreed that, once funding is available, the 
crossing (see second photo below) will be 
modernised, with better signals with LED lights.  
 
 

Riverside composting operation :   I recently undertook a 
visit to the composting operation at the Riverside Civic 
Amenity site, following complaints from residents to the 
north of the site last year about bad odours emanating from 
the area.     

 
I have now been given a useful update on the actions the City 
Council is taking to hopefully ensure the issue is not repeated 
this year – as follows: 

 
"... following on from our site visit we have had an on site visit from a technical 
consultant from the accreditation body regarding our composting process.   Following 
that meeting we are proposing the following actions to our standard operating 
procedures: 



 

 

 
1 - Reducing the composting process from 26 weeks to either 14 or 16 weeks; 
2 - Reducing windrow turning from 5-7 turns down to 3-5 turns. (less agitation of 
material); 
3 - Increasing frequency of shredding to reduce the amount of time green waste sits at 
the green waste reception area (less time to decompose and begin composting); and 
4 - Only screening 0-20ml compost, 0-10ml compost will no longer be produced (less 
screening) 
 
All of the above are subject to our windrows passing the validation tests at either 14 or 
16 weeks for: 
 
- Pathogens; 
- Potentially toxic elements; 
- Stability/maturity; 
- Physical contaminants and stones; 
- Plant response; and 
- Weed seeds and propagulesas. 
 
We shall be taking samples in the next few weeks once existing windrows have matured 
to the 14 and 16 week age.    These will be tested by an approved lab. If we can meet 
the minimum thresholds in the tests we will re-validate the whole process with the 
accreditation body at either 14 or 16 weeks.   We are quite confident this will be 
achievable.   This should hopefully assist in minimising any odours migrating off site." 
 
 

Riverside Approach - fencing and potholes 
repairs   :    Residents have contacted me 
about damaged fencing on Riverside Approach - 
see left.   This is the boundary fencing to land 
owned by Network Rail and I have contacted 
Network Rail seeking repairs. 

 
I also, on behalf of residents, contacted the 
City Council's Roads Maintenance Partnership 

about the poor road condition and have received the following response : 
 
"You may already have noticed in passing that these potholes on Riverside Approach 
were repaired shortly after your email. The Road Maintenance Partnership inspector 
has also noted one or two more within the last couple of days and an order will be 
raised for these to be repaired with a timescale of twenty eight days or sooner." 
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