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Opening Hours Summer 2015

May August

Sat 9 May 10am - 4pm Sat 15 Aug 10am - 4pm 

Sun 17 May 1pm - 4pm Sun 16 Aug 1pm - 4pm 

Sat 23 May 10am - 4pm Sat 29 Aug 10am - 4pm

June September

Sat 13 June 10am - 4pm Sun 20 Sep 1pm - 4pm 

Sun 14 June 1pm - 4pm October 2015 - March 2016

Sat 27 June 10am - 4pm Mon to Fri 4pm - 10pm

July Sat & Sun 12.30pm - 4pm

Sat 18 July 10am - 4pm 

Sun 19 July 1pm - 4pm

Thur 23 July 10pm - 4pm

Sat 25 July 10am - 4pm

Admission and Bookings
Admission to the Observatory, displays and 
telescopes is free. A small charge applies to 
Planetarium Shows and Guided Group Visits 
and booking for these activities is essential.  

Access
•	 Free parking is available 

outside the building.
•	 There is a ramp to the ground 

floor level for visitors who require 
wheelchair access. Astronomy Displays, 
Lecture Room and Planetarium are 
located on the ground floor level. 

•	 Guide dogs, hearing dogs and 
other recognised assistance 
dogs are admitted.

•	 Please note that no lift is available 
for access to the Observatory’s 
upper levels, which include the 
balcony and dome areas. 

Facilities 
•	 Visitor toilets (including 

accessible toilet) are located 
on the ground floor level.

•	 Our Observatory Shop is full of inspired 
astronomical gift ideas, including a 
range of telescopes, books, children’s 
toys and activities and postcards. 

Gift Aid 
You can now gift aid your donations at four 
Leisure & Culture Dundee (LACD) venues. 
This means that you can increase the 
value of your donations to LACD by 25% 
at no extra cost to you, because Leisure 
& Culture Dundee is a registered Scottish 
Charity (No SCO42421), and can reclaim 
tax from HM Revenue and Customs on 
donations. Every penny helps and being 
able to gain an extra 25p for every £1 
given makes a massive difference.

Mills Observatory 
Glamis Road, Balgay Park, 
Dundee DD2 2UB
T: (01382) 435967
E: mills.observatory@
leisureandculturedundee.com

How to find us – info and map
For further information about Mills 
Observatory, please visit 
www.leisureandculturedundee.com 
or find us on Facebook/Twitter

MillsObservatory @millsobs

Visitor Information

Summer 2015
Events Programme
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Gifted to the people of Dundee in 1935, Mills Observatory is Britain’s first 
purpose-built public Observatory. Situated on the summit of Balgay Hill 
in magnificent woodland, the Observatory offers spectacular views of the 
River Tay and surrounding areas from its viewing balcony. 

May to September 
This summer, the Observatory will be open to the public on selected dates, 
when visitors can enjoy a varied programme of events, including activities 
for children & families, summer planetarium shows, astronomy talks and 
solar viewing. 

For full details of activities and events, please visit 
www.leisureandculturedundee.com/mills

October to March 
During the dark evenings, breathtaking views of the stars and planets can 
be seen through our state-of-the art 16 inch reflecting telescope. The 
Observatory’s dome still houses an impressive Victorian 10 inch refracting 
telescope built by Thomas Cooke of York in 1871, although due to its age 
and size is now used on special occasions only. The dome is open every 
weekday evening from October to March, weather permitting, and a variety 
of smaller telescopes and binoculars are also available to use from the  
Mills Observatory’s viewing balcony. 

Schools & Community Groups 
We are delighted to welcome Schools and Community Groups to the 
Observatory, but please let us know when you are coming; whether you 
are self-directed or would like to book a guided visit.

Contact telephone: (01382) 435967
Email: mills.observatory@leisureandculturedundee.com 

Tours & Talks

Summer 
Planetarium Shows
11am-12noon 
& 2-3pm  

Take a tour of the night sky in the 
Observatory’s Planetarium Room 
and learn about constellations, 
asteroids and galaxies.

£1 Adults, 50p Children.  
Booking essential on (01382) 435967.

Dundee Astronomical 
Society Meetings
Talks 1-3pm, 
Solar Viewing 3-4pm

Dundee Astronomical Society 
and invited speakers present an 
informative programme of public 
talks. Weather permitting, members 
from the Society will also be on 
hand to help visitors to safely view 
the Sun by telescope and raise 
awareness of its importance as the 
planet’s primary energy source.

FREE. No need to book, just drop in!
Please note talks are not suitable 
for younger children. 

For further information on Dundee Astronomical 
Society, please visit www.dundeeastro.com

Sat 9 May, 13 Jun, 18 Jul & 15 Aug Sun 17 May, 14 Jun, 19 Jul & 16 Aug

Dundee Doors Open Day
Sun 20 Sept, 1-4pm

Gifted to the people of Dundee in 1935, Mills Observatory is 
Britain’s first purpose-built public Observatory. Join us during 
Doors Open Day and learn more about the history of the 
building, its telescopes and past Dundee astronomers.  

FREE. No need to book, just drop in!

Welcome to Mills Observatory

The Saturday Stars Team returns to Mills Observatory this summer 
bringing lots of fun for children and families. Come along each 
month and make new friends, take part in cool astronomy-themed 
activities, games and mini planetarium shows. If the sun shines on 
the day, there will also be an opportunity to do some solar viewing 
through the Observatory’s telescopes. 

FREE. No need to book, just drop in!

Small Stories
10.30-11.30am

Listen to local tales, sing, play and 
explore in these fun, interactive 
storytelling sessions for under 
5’s and their grown-ups.

FREE. No need to book, just drop in!

Saturday Stars
1-4pm  

Children & Families

Sat 23 May, 27 Jun, 25 Jul & 29 Aug

Sat 23 May, 27 Jun, 25 Jul & 29 Aug

Children’s Art Day
Thur 23 July 
10am-4pm

Art and Science come together 
as the Observatory becomes 
a space gallery for the day. 
Drop in for as long as you 
want and help us transform 
the building inside and out!

FREE. No need to book, just drop in!
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Events

MillsObservatory @millsobs
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