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Fraser’s Latest West End Updates 
 

Blackness Library :    Yesterday, I met with senior 

Dundee City Council officers to get an explanation as 

to why the length of proposed works to improve 

disabled access at Blackness Library has shot up 

from 16 weeks to 29 weeks. 

 

The City Architect had previously advised me: 

 

“The initial contract period was assessed at 16 

weeks. The delivery team has now reviewed 

sequencing, access and construction restrictions and is advising 29 weeks.  The closure 

period still remains as 6 weeks.” 

 

The work to improve the disabled access and some other improvements follows a council 

decision earlier this year, arising out of a public consultation exercise.  The improvement work 

planned to be undertaken at the library will create disabled access to the upstairs meeting 

rooms for the first time.    

 

I am rather concerned that the period of disruption at the library has nearly doubled to more 

than six months.    This lack of transparency is wider than this particular project as there was 

a similar lack of information from City Council architectural services about the reasons behind 

the delays in completion of the new Olympia swimming pool capital project.   I also discussed 

this yesterday with the council’s Director of Corporate Services and the City Architect. 

 

(Continued over/) 

 

 

 



Certainty about the length of the Blackness Library project is vital in order that alternative 

library provision and provision for the various groups who use the library meeting rooms can be 

properly planned. 

 

It strikes me that there is a need to find a temporary home for library meeting room users 

and mobile library provision during the likely 6 weeks the library will be completely closed.   

  

I have already suggested to the Managing Director of Leisure and Culture Dundee who operate 

Blackness Library on behalf of Dundee City Council that the Whitehall Theatre could be worth 

exploring this as an option for library user groups, with some mobile library provision or 

temporary premises for the actual library facilities. 

 

Riverside Drive – potholes :    On a number of occasions in the past year, I have raised with 

Dundee City Council's Roads Maintenance Partnership, the deteriorating roads condition in 

parts of Riverside Drive. 

 

I have been in further contact with the City 

Engineer about the situation and he has 

responded: 

 

"The Roads Duty Inspector is away out to 

inspect the road and arrange for any 

potholes to be repaired as soon as 

possible." 

 

In response, I have indicated: 

 

"I have had concern for some time about 

the deteriorating condition of Riverside Drive and do feel that some more substantial 

works over and above pothole fixing is required ... particularly as this ‘ambassador route’ 

will be the major route to the V and A at Dundee once it is opened." 

 

Westfield Place :    I have received an assurance that the very faded yellow lining in 

Westfield Place will be repainted as soon as weather conditions permit. 

Roseangle recycling centre :    Two of the recycling units are missing their lids.  The council 

has promised me these will be replaced as soon as possible. 
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