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Latest News … 
Homebase development on Riverside Drive  :   Following enquiries 

from constituents about how the possibility of graffiti vandalism can 

be minimised in the future, the developer has updated me as follows: 

“Northern, Railway Boundary - Having had serious concerns over public safety 

in relation to the line of the hoarded off temporary footpath which was created by the 

previous developer we wrote to the DCC Planning Department requesting the path be 

relocated to its permanent location south of the development, adjacent to Riverside 

Drive. We subsequently received a response stating “ it is a sensible option to relocate 

the footpath” and approving the relocation. Relevant approvals were obtained and the 

length of footpath adjacent to the first phase of works has been constructed. This 

enabled the vast majority of the graffitied railway boundary hoarding to be removed, 

leaving only a small section relating to Health & Safety / access requirement. The 

planning approval indicates beech hedge planting along this northern boundary, the open 

steel wire panel security fencing will remain, as it is the Network Rail required standard 

of boundary. 

 

New Boundaries - This planning approved scheme is designed with the “secured by design” 

concepts taken into consideration, this removes any option of walking through the site 

and limits the development to occupants and visitors alone. The new boundaries 

incorporate a planted buffer strip between the southern face of each block and the 

permanent relocated footpath line (discussed above), this buffer also occurs at the 

refuse stores which are located between each block as well as at the feature artwork 

railing infill detailing. 

 

In summary, the development will hopefully be occupied at an early date we believe the 

specific design measures taken on this project have enhanced security and will minimise 

as far as is reasonably practicable the opportunity for vandalism or graffiti.” 
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Former Lawrie’s Nursery site   :   Following constituents’ concerns about the very 

overgrown state of the site which has now been unoccupied for more than a decade – 

and the intentions of the new owners for the site – the City Council Planning Officer 

has advised me as follows: 

“You enquire about the owners' intentions for the site.  It has been bought by a local 

developer and the conditions have been complied with to allow them to commence 

development on the site in accordance with the approved drawings.  However, they do 

not wish to construct the houses which were approved in 2007 and are currently 

considering alternative development proposals.   

 

We have had very early discussions on very preliminary proposals.  As you are aware 

from its history, drainage issues are important and have been the subject of 

considerable investigation by the owners' consultants.” 

 

A number of residents have raised concerns about overgrown vegetation obstructing 

the public footpath and, at my request, the City Council planning enforcement officer 

has written to the site owners requesting action to cut this back. 
 

 

West End Christmas Fortnight    :    Many thanks to 

the very many people who helped with this year’s 

West End Christmas Fortnight, including community 

councillors. 

The events ran extremely well – with the Christmas 

Concert in Dundee West Church the best attended of 

the 12 years to date!    The lights switch on, 

fireworks, carnival and many other activities were 

also a great success. 

 

Can I wish everyone a  

 

 
 

and every good wish for 2013 


