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West End Christmas Week Update  :   

Christmas Week is taking great shape and, 

amongst the many activities, are : 
 

Saturday 26th November :  Community Fayre to launch 

Christmas Week, starting at 10am.  Taking place at 

Dundee West Church lower hall (Roseangle).  Opened by 

Lord Provost John Letford and featuring stands from 

many local community groups.   Also P5s' football competition on Magdalen Green. 

 

Monday 28th November : Nethergate Writers reading evening, with musical entertainment 

from Sophie Ramsay.   Taking place at the West End community base in the Vine at 7pm.   

 Complimentary wine and nibbles and all residents welcome. 

 

Thursday 1st December : West End Christmas Concert at Dundee West Church, starting at 

6pm and featuring musical contributions from our four local primary schools, Harris Academy, 

Sheena Wellington and the children from the Russian School at Harris.   Thereafter, the 44th 

Dundee BB Company Pipe Band will lead everyone to Seabraes where the Christmas Lights will 

be switched on by Sheena Wellington and characters from Aladdin, Downfield Musical Society's 

Christmas Panto!    A spectacular fireworks display follows! 

 

Friday 2nd December :     At 2.30pm - 'The Divine Afflatus' - a walk through McGonagall's 

mental landscape from sewage  lagoon to maritime quarter - with Professor Charles McKean.     

The Christmas Lights at West Port are switched on at 4.30pm by local traders. 

 

Saturday 3rd December :  Blackness Primary School Christmas Fair, starting at 10am. 
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Riverside Avenue :   I have highlighted residents' 

concerns about the poor state of some of the 

landscaping at the Technology Park, particularly on 

Riverside Avenue, being a key "ambassador route" 

entrance into the city. 

 

I am pleased to have been given updates from both 

Scottish Enterprise (who own the technology park) and 

the City Council following a on-site meeting between the council's Environment Department, 

Scottish Enterprise and Colliers International, Scottish Enterprise's Property Portfolio 

Managing Agents. 

 

Scottish Enterprise has advised me, "The purpose of the meeting was to inspect those areas of 

landscaping and road verges along Riverside Way and Apollo Way and clarify/agree what areas 

were currently being maintained by the City Council, Scottish Enterprise and private owners based 

with the Technology Park. 

 

Following the meeting it was agreed that Scottish Enterprise/Colliers would write to the individual 

landowners again, highlighting their responsibilities in terms of landscaping in and around the 

Technology Park." 

 

The City Council has further advised, "At the site meeting it was acknowledged the ownership of 

the various parcels of land has created a fragmented approach to a constant quality of 

maintenance and Scottish Enterprise was going to write to all the owners re the condition with the 

objective of improving the overall quality of the maintenance which is the individual landowners 

responsibility or whether there was an opportunity for a single contract through collaboration. 

 

DCC cut some of the verges and we are having a further meeting with then to formalise this. 

 

Scottish Enterprise was going to get back to direct although I know that they are having difficulty 

tracking down the actual owners for the ground. 

 

From a Council perspective we see opportunities at the ground next to the Swallow Roundabout 

which is effectively the gateway into the city and are awaiting details of the ownership. There 

might be opportunities of a focal point although funding is an issue and we were going to examine 

the sponsorship route." 

 

I am pleased that there has been some progress on this matter and will continue to liaise with 

both the City Council and Scottish Enterprise.  It is important that the entrance to the city at 

such a strategic road looks tidy and there is also the issue of ensuing that the small number of 

residential properties at the eastern end of the technology park do not have foliage from the 

technology park impacting adversely on their gardens, something again Scottish Enterprise 

advise me it is seeking to address.   



 

 

 

Balgay Cemetery vandalism :   Further to my article in last 

month’s update to the Community Council, I have slammed those 

responsible for further vandalism at Balgay Cemetery that 

occurred overnight Sunday 30th into Monday 31st October and 

saw another 6 gravestones damaged within the graveyard along 

with ceramic pots and figurines. 

 

This vandalism was utterly despicable and I have had a lengthy 

and useful discussion with our local police inspector about this latest incidence of vandalism at 

Balgay Cemetery and I am assured that Tayside Police is putting in a lot of effort to catch 

those responsible. 

 

However, it is vital that any resident who may have seen anything suspicious in the cemetery 

and surrounding area makes contact with the police to pass on any information they have – no 

matter how insignificant they think it may be.       

 

This sort of terrible vandalism causes great upset to families and it is vital that all steps are 

taken to stamp it out and apprehend those responsible. 

 

Pennycook Lane Car Park :   I am pleased to advise that the repainting of bay markings in the 

car park I mentioned in my October 2011 Update had been promised, has now been carried out. 

 

Peddie Street :   Following many complaints about 

numerous wheelie bins sitting permanently out on the 

pavements in Peddie Street north of Corso Street and 

a wheelie bin fire outside 97 Peddie Street last year, 

the wheelie bin collection system here has been 

replaced with communal bins, on a trial basis, to see 

how well these work.   Feedback thus far from 

residents has been generally positive although I have 

taken up with the Environment Department about the 

actual Eurobin sites used. 

 

I have highlighted to the Environment Department 

various other sites where residents have complained 

about wheelie bins being left out permanently. 

 

The City Council has written to households in various streets in the West End about their 

responsibilities to take out and put back their wheelie bin on collection day, as part of an 

initiative to tackle the problem of wheelie bins being left out on local pavements. 


